DDC — NEST (Suldovsky, McGreavy, Lindenfeld)
Summary of Survey Data

This document summarizes the results of the NEST Safe Beaches and Shellfish researcher survey.
Researchers responded to questions concerning their stakeholder communication behavior and
motivations for stakeholder engagement. Data are presented here in aggregate form.

Total NEST researchers invited: 52

Respondents: 27 (note: some respondents skipped certain items)
Response Rate: 52%
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Stakeholder Communication

Participants were asked to select one stakeholder with whom they communicated. They were
then asked a series of questions to determine which science communication model (diffusion,
dialogue, or participation) they utilized while engaging with their stakeholder. In addition, they
were asked to indicate their level of satisfaction with their own stakeholder communication (and
the communication on the NEST project more generally), and where they obtained their
stakeholder communication skills.
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Source of Communication Skills

On your own through reading and/or
observing other skilled in this area

Conference workshops or online training
Formal training through an employer

Colleague mentoring during research projects

Faculty / researcher mentoring during
graduate school

Formal graduate / professional school
coursework or training
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Motivations to Engage with Stakeholder Partners

Finally, participants were asked to complete the statement: “I am motivated to engage with

)

stakeholders on the NEST project because...

they will help me be the kind of scholar I want to be
of the funding this project provides
this project requires me to include them

I really enjoy working with stakeholders

I don't have the right to exclude them from processes that
may impact them

I feel like I've failed if my research isn't used by society

it will help me educate and train citizens, a central goal in
my work

it makes my research relevant and socially appropriate

my colleagues brought them into the process

of the satisfaction I experience from taking on interesting
challenges

I want to help empower stakeholders to have a voice in
the research

I want to be recognized by my peers as doing this work
well

the partnerships help ensure stakeholders' and
researchers' needs are met

it helps me bring on more graduate students

my department required my participation

I enjoy learning from people with different types of
knowledge

I believe the issue I study is in a state of crisis

it will help ensure the sustainability of the
issue(s)/resource(s) I study / care about

I have nothing to lose

their involvement in this research is more likely to
influence individual and/or institutional action

it will help resolve conflict among stakeholders

stakeholders leverage additional finanical resources for
the project

stakeholders provide access to additional personnel,
including volutneers

stakeholders help connect core tam members to other
social networks
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